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Abstract:
The study aimed to examine the degree of using assistive technologies
(ATs) in supporting the employment skills of female students with
intellectual disabilities (ID), and its obstacles from female teachers’
perspective. It also aimed to identify teachers’ suggestions for improving
the use of ATS in supporting the employment skills of female students
with ID. The study used the descriptive survey method. The participants
were (83) female teachers of ID at the secondary stage in Riyadh, who
represent (100%) of original population of the study. A questionnaire
about ATs for individuals with ID (prepared by the researcher) was used
as a study tool. The study results indicated that the degree of using ATs to
support the employment skills of female students with ID, from female
teachers’ perspective, was generally high. It has been shown that ATs
help students with ID to learn vocational skills that suit their level of
abilities, and that ATs help qualify students with ID to work. The results
of the study also showed that the obstacles to the use of ATs in
supporting the employment skills of female students with ID, from their
teachers’ perspective, were generally high. The most important obstacles
were the lack of maintenance of the supportive technologies available in
the centers or the schools, as well as the lack of an accredited vocational
rehabilitation program containing ATs. The study results also referred to
ways to improve the use of ATs in supporting the employment skills of
female students with ID from female teachers’ perspective; the most
important of which were the need to provide supportive technologies and
modern electronic applications in inclusive schools for the secondary
stage.

Keywords: assistive technologies, intellectual disability,
vocational rehabilitation, employment skills, transition
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