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Abstract:

The current study aimed to reveal the effect of the different timing of
displaying visual modeling (text and image together/text then image) in
an electronic learning environment on the development of alternative
communication skills among autistic children. To achieve the objectives
of the study, the study followed the experimental method in its approach,
and two existing experimental treatments were designed. Regardless of
the timing of the visual modeling presentation, the sample number was
(6) speaking autistic children and (3) autistic children for each
experimental group who were chosen intentionally. The study tool
consisted of a performance measure for alternative communication and a
note card, which were prepared by the researcher and were applied pre-
and post-test. The results resulted in: There are statistically significant
differences between the average scores of the children of the first
experimental group (text and picture together) in favor of the post-
measurement, and the presence of statistically significant differences
between the average scores of the children of the second experimental
group (text and picture) in favor of the post-measurement, and the
absence of statistically significant differences between the averages
Grades for the children of the first and second experimental group (text
and image together/text then image). The study recommended the
necessity of employing visual modeling in educational content when
designing electronic learning environments, due to its proven usefulness
in developing the alternative communication skill with autistic children,
especially in the naming skill.

Keywords: visual modeling, electronic learning environment, autism,
alternative communication.
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